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PART | - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION 12NCE

The signatures on the first page of this applicatiertify that each of the statements below conogrn
the school’s eligibility and compliance with U.Separtment of Education, Office for Civil Rights (BT
requirements is true and correct.

1.

10.

The school has some configuration that includesoomaore of grades K-12. (Schools on the
same campus with one principal, even K-12 schoolst apply as an entire school.)

The school has made adequate yearly progress eaclioy the past two years and has not been
identified by the state as "persistently dangerovigtiin the last two years.

To meet final eligibility, the school must meet 8tate's Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
requirement in the 2011-2012 school year. AYP rbestertified by the state and all appeals
resolved at least two weeks before the awards @argfior the school to receive the award.

If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the sthwst have foreign language as a part of its
curriculum and a significant number of studentgrimdes 7 and higher must take foreign
language courses.

The school has been in existence for five full getrat is, from at least September 2006.

The nominated school has not received the Bluedilgrhools award in the past five years:
2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 or 2011.

The nominated school or district is not refusingRo&cess to information necessary to
investigate a civil rights complaint or to condadlistrict-wide compliance review.

OCR has not issued a violation letter of findingshte school district concluding that the
nominated school or the district as a whole hakstgd one or more of the civil rights statutes. A
violation letter of findings will not be consideredtstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective
action plan from the district to remedy the viabati

The U.S. Department of Justice does not have aipgisdit alleging that the nominated school
or the school district as a whole has violated aneore of the civil rights statutes or the
Constitution’s equal protection clause.

There are no findings of violations of the Indivadsi with Disabilities Education Act in a U.S.
Department of Education monitoring report that gpplthe school or school district in question;
or if there are such findings, the state or distras corrected, or agreed to correct, the findings



PART Il - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 12NCE

All data arethe most recent year available.

DISTRICT
1. Number of schools in the distr 4 Elementary schools (includes&-
(per district designation): 1 Middle/Junior high schools

2 High schools
0 K-12 schools
7 Total schools in district

2. District per-pupil expenditure: 2527

SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools)

3. Category that best describes the area where tlo®lssHocated: Small city or town in a rural area

4. Number of years the principal has been in her/bgtipn at this schoc 6

5. Number of students as of October 1, 2011 enroliexheh grade level or its equivalent in applying
school:

Grade |# of Males # of Females |Grade Total # of Males |# of Females |Grade Total
PreK 7 11 18 6 0 0 0

K 10 8 18 7 0 0 0

1 18 13 31 8 0 0 0

2 3 11 14 9 0 0 0

3 13 10 23 10 0 0 0

4 12 15 27 11 0 0 0

5 14 6 20 12 0 0 0

Total in Applying School: 151



12NC5

6. Racial/ethnic composition of the schc 0 % American Indian or Alaska Native

0 % Asian

0 % Black or African American

7 % Hispanic or Latino
0 % Native Hawaiian or Other PFific Islandel

86 % White

7 % Two or more races

100 % Total

Only the seven standard categories should be nseporting the racial/ethnic composition of your
school. The final Guidance on Maintaining, Collagtiand Reporting Racial and Ethnic data to the U.S
Department of Education published in the October2087Federal Register provides definitions for

each of the seven categories.

7. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during the 22101 school year: 7%
This rate is calculated using the grid below. &hewer to (6) is the mobility rate.

(1) Number of students who transferted
the school after October 1, 2010 until | 10
the end of the school year.

(2) Number of students who transferred
from the school after October 1, 2010 1
until the end of the school year.

(3) Total of all transferred students [sum ofll
rows (1) and (2)].

(4) Total number of students in the school
as of October 1, 2010

(5) Total transferred students in row (3) 0.07
divided by total students in row (4). '

(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100. 1

151

8. Percent of English Language Learners in the school2%
Total number of ELL students in the school: 3
Number of non-English languages represented: 1
Specify non-English languages:

Spanish



12NC5

9. Percent of students eligible for free/reduced-priceals: 58%
Total number of students who qualify: 100

If this method does not produce an accurate estinfahe percentage of students from low-income
families, or the school does not participate inftke and reduced-priced school meals program,
supply an accurate estimate and explain how theotdalculated this estimate.

10. Percent of students receiving special educationces: 12%
Total number of students served: 19

Indicate below the number of students with distibdiaccording to conditions designated in the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Do natld additional categories.

1 Autism 0 Orthopedic Impairment

0 Deafness 7 Other Health Impaired

0 Deaf-Blindness 5 Specific Learning Disability

0 Emotional Disturbance 5 Speech or Language Impairment

0 Hearing Impairment —OTraumatic Brain Injury

1 Mental Retardation 0 Visual Impairment Including Blindness
0 Multiple Disabilities 0 Developmentally Delayed

11.Indicate number of full-time and part-time staffmigers in each of the categories below:
Number of Staff

Full-Time Part-Time

Administrator(s) 1 0
Classroom teachers 8 0
Resource teachers/specialists

(e.g., reading specialist, media specialist, arsimPE teachers, et 3 3
Paraprofessionals 4 3
Support staff

(e.g., school secretaries, custodians, cafeteti@saetc.) 3 4
Total number 19 10

12. Average school student-classroom teacher ratibjghthe number of students in the school

divided by the Full Time Equivalent of classrooradkers, e.g., 22:1: 191




12NC5

13. Show daily student attendance rates. Only highashweed to supply yearly graduation re

20102011/2009201C2008200¢ 20072008 20062007
Daily student attendance 97% 96% 97% 96% 95%
High school graduation re % % % % %

14.For schoolsending in grade 12 (high schoals):
Show what the students who graduated in Spring 284 Hoing as of Fall 2011.

Graduating class size:

Enrolled in a 4-year college or university
Enrolled in a community college
Enrolled in vocational training
Found employment
Military service
Other %
Total 0%
15. Indicate whether your school has previously reatadlational Blue Ribbon Schools award:

E;jNo

> Yes
If yes, what was the year of the award?



PART |1l - SUMMARY 12NCE

The history of Saluda Elementary can be traced ba&®22. During that year, the Saluda Seminary
closed as a private institution and the school ipecpart of the public school system in Polk County,
North Carolina. Today, Saluda Elementary Schoahignviting PreK-5 public school located in thealur
western North Carolina city of Saluda. The scheatithin walking distance of small businesses in
Saluda's Historic Downtown District. Saluda ElenaepntSchool is one of only forty-two schools in the
North Carolina A+ Schools Program. These A+ Schoolgr the North Carolina Standard Course of
Study and new Common Core Standards and North i@arBksential Standards through interdisciplinary
thematic units, combined with arts integration &adds-on, experiential learning, including dailisar
instruction by certified arts teachers. The facaltyl staff are dedicated and experienced profealsion
striving to fulfill the mission of our school.

The mission of Saluda Elementary School, in unidh ¥amily and community, is to equip and motivate
each student to participate responsibly in a devargd challenging global society, while inspired to
continue to mature intellectually, socially and ¢imaally. Our school, although small, is privileged
have the services of a full-time school counseatwdia specialist, exceptional children's teacher,
technology facilitator and Title | reading assistatifteen is the average number of years of teggchi
experience attained by the teachers and admimstfadrty-three percent of our certified teachevisih
advanced degrees and thirty-six percent are NdlyoRaard Certified teachers.

The school population is small (162 students) aibseconomically diverse. Approximately half ofrou
students are from households below the middle irclawel. Fifty-nine percent of our students livetwi
both birth/adoptive parents. Seventy-eight peroéparents have received education beyond highatcho
The fact that our school is a community-based sobiaables us to easily encourage high parent
participation, community involvement and partngpshiith various clubs and institutions in our area.
The Parent-Teacher-Student-Organization (PTSO)stgpthe “Books Are Really Fun” program, which
allows every student in grades PreK-5 to chooseffise books each year. PTSO received matching gran
funds from Modern Woodmen of the World, which wasdito create and equip a science lab. The
school's partnership with local churches has pexvidinding for four-five weeks of summer enrichment
activities for fifty students (ages 5-11) for thesptwo summers. Volunteers from these churclses al
provide after school tutoring two afternoons eaeekvin the school's After School Academy. Monetary
support from the community also helps our schogrttvide a free, developmentally appropriate,
hardback book from Dolly Parton's Imagination Liigraach month to children (birth-age 5) living et
Saluda community. Saluda Elementary School's stardifocus on arts-integration, collaborative
planning and community involvement; coupled with stiong desire to provide meaningful, educational
experiences for students has created a positivewwessful learning environment for all stakehsde



PART IV - INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS 12NCE

1. Assessment Results;

Since North Carolina's legislature and State Bodteiducation's implementation of the ABCs
(Accountability, mastery of Basic skills, local Gaol) of Public Education, our school has obtaittesl
following awards and achievements based on Nortbl@a's End-of-Grade Tests: Top 25 School in
Academic Growth 1996, School of Distinction 19970820School of Excellence 2001-2003, Honor
School of Excellence 2003-2005 and School of Disitim 2006-2008. For the 2008-2009, 2009-2010
and 2010-2011 school years, Saluda Elementarywestéine designation of Honor School of Excellence.
As a School of Distinction, 80%-90% of all studeperform at or above grade level. As a School of
Excellence, at least 90% of all student performratbove grade level. As an Honor School of
Excellence, at least 90% of students perform abowe grade level and the school meets adequaty yea
progress performance targets. Only 5-8% of Nodloltha schools received this designation between
2008 and 2011.

All students in grades 3-5 are assessed eachryeeading and math using North Carolina's End-of-
Grade Tests. These tests are aligned to the NantbliGa Standard Course of Study (NCSCOS) and
student scores reflect how well students have mexstee grade level objectives outlined in the
NCSCOS. The tests are used for student performstandards, to gauge school performance under the
state's accountability models and for No Child IRB#hind standards of Adequately Yearly Progress. Th
performance standard indicates the percentageidéists at or above grade level in reading and math.
Student performance on the end-of-grade assessmatssified as being in Achievement Levels,|, I

Il or IV. Level | students do not have sufficiemastery of knowledge and skill in the subject doehe
successful at the next grade level. Level Il stisldemonstrate inconsistent mastery of knowledge an
skills in this subject area and are minimally prepéato be successful at the next grade level.deroto

be considered proficient or above, students must&ehievement Level 1l or IV ratings. These level

of performance indicate that a student is preptmedchool work at the next grade level. Eightygeet

or more of our students have consistently scorddeement Level Il or IV ratings, since North
Carolina implemented the ABCs of Public Education.

2. Using Assessment Results:

The faculty/staff of Saluda Elementary School wk#sa obtained from a variety of assessments, imgjud
the North Carolina End-of-Grade tests of math aadling, to plan for student academic and school
performance improvement. In addition to the EOG@stesvery student in grades K-5 is assessed three
times per year in the area of reading using Dyndndicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS)
This assessment is the primary tool used to ideatifisk students for participation in the Titleslading
program. The Title | program serves students inlggal-5. Teachers in grades 1-5 use the Star ipadi
computer-based assessment tool each grading perdetermine individual student reading levels.
Teachers in grades K-2 use the North Carolina Ks@e&sments to document student progress in
language arts and math. Students in grades 3-5letarfptudy Island’s benchmark tests in reading and
math four times per year. The Study Island benckn@ats are aligned to the North Carolina Standard
Course of Study goals and objectives for each geaxdd. Teacher-generated assessment data isaused t
show academic progress for all subject areas athocismented every three weeks on interim repoids an
each six weeks on report cards for students inegr#&d5. Analyzing the above assessment results/data
before school starts each year, allows our schmheunity to create appropriate School Improvement
Goals and Objectives and determine individual studgengths and weaknesses. Using this data,
teachers are able to determine, within the fipsinseks of school, students in need of enrichment
opportunities or remediation services. Enrichmgagastunities are provided for students in the
academically-gifted program and through the gueistaortion of the A+ Schools Program. Personal
Education Plans (PEPs) are written and reviewel siaoveeks for K-5 at-risk students. These plists |
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learning strategies, for individual students, which to be addressed by classroom teachers to guide
academic instruction. Remediation tutoring serviéasreading and math, are provided by certified
teachers each morning for students in gradesTh&. school principal reviews all assessment data an
conducts individual conferences with students aaghiers throughout the school year to point owatsare
of improvement and to encourage continued acadeffuds.

3. Sharing Lessons L earned:

Saluda Elementary School has the opportunity teeshest practices and successes with other scimools
our county and throughout the state. Within Polki@g, teachers share their expertise by serving on
various committees, such as curriculum, calendzalth advisory and policy planning. Saluda's
technology facilitator helps teachers create anidtaia individual classroom links on the school web
site. The school principal forwards pictures artetkes to local newspapers to share school sucgesse
with the community. Copies of these pictures aridlas are prominently displayed in the main enttyw
of the school. Other schools have requested and/elicome to visit/tour our school to learn moreuth
the North Carolina A+ Schools Program.

Principals and certified teachers have visitedsohiool to observe and discuss how to better use
curriculum integration at their own schools. Elenaey schools within Polk County are invited tceatd
special guest artist performances in our auditori@ar school has hosted student teachers from the
teacher assistant program at Blue Ridge Commurdtke@e; counseling and physical education interns
from Western Carolina University; and elementarycadion and physical education interns from Mars
Hill College. Saluda teachers have facilitatedksbops, such as 'Vocabulary and Literacy Centers' f
faculty/staff and 'Healthful Holiday Hints' for mant meetings. Teachers have also presented datke s
level for the NC A+ Schools Program. The schoolnsalior presented ‘'Integrating Counseling Into
Regular Classroom Instruction With An A+ Emphasifhie physical education/dance teacher and the
music teacher presented 'Integrating Math in theChaissroom.! Two teachers attended "Train-the-
Trainer" workshops and then trained second anld difade teachers across the county to implement
"Partners for Mathematics Learning" for daily matstruction. Currently, all faculty and staff meenb
are participating in Reading Foundations trainimgich has allowed Saluda'’s teachers the opporttmity
share best practices in reading with teachers fmoather elementary school in Polk County.

4. Engaging Familiesand Communities:

Two projects that have proven to be most successfubrking with family and community members for
student success at Saluda Elementary School afathidy Fun Nights and the Super Sizzlin' Summer
Adventures program. Once each month, studentsntgand other family members are invited to school
for food and fun! Participation rates on theséhtidhave ranged from 40-90% of our student enrgitme
The first Family Fun Night was held in Septemb@t@ Families participated in a Literacy Scavenger
Hunt, walking from the school to the Saluda Comrtyuhibrary downtown. At the library, families were
given a tour and encouraged to sign up for puliiraty cards. Families were then treated to pizza,
drinks and cookies provided by funds from the Retkinty Public Library. Family Fun Night in March
2011 was held on St. Patrick's Day. Families vem@uraged to wear green for the Go Green!
environmental-themed evening. The gymnasium wiasl fivith families rotating between stations set up
to help participants understand the importanceatiepting our earth. Green foods, such as broccoli
kiwi, grapes, celery and apples, provided a welcenak at the end of the evening.

The other project that has been very successfarbedth a grant from the Community Foundation of
Western North Carolina. This $2,000 grant provifleds to hold the first Super Sizzlin' Summer
Adventures five-week enrichment program in 201@m@wunity churches provided breakfasts and
lunches for 50+ students each day. Community \tekns provided daily enrichment activities, such as
Safe Hiking Tips, Introductions to Search & Resbags, Miniature Horses as Seeing-Eye-Dogs,
Etiquette, Sewing, Cooking with Eggs, Water SafetyKayaking, Puppetry and many more activities.
Students read or were read to daily and eachstképt a daily journal of their favorite activisie This

9



program was so successful, that even without duanating for the summer of 2011, the community
worked together to secure the monetary supportateadd provided four weeks of Super Sizzlin'
Summer Adventures again in 2011 for 50+ childrethenSaluda community. Thanks to the SSS
Adventures program, many of the community volurdeeto are retirees, are now currently involved as
afternoon tutors during After School Academy atulalElementary School.

10



PART V - CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 12NCE

1. Curriculum:

Saluda Elementary School is transitioning fromNloeth Carolina Standard Course of Study (NCSCOS)
to the Common Core Standards for English Languatgeafd Mathematics and the North Carolina
Essential Standards for all other subject areasfa&aulty/staff is dedicated and committed to hagpi
students learn curriculum objectives through caeguage arts, math, science and social studies) an
encore (technology, music, visual arts, physicakation/dance, and media) integrated learning
opportunities that address multiple intelligenced Earning styles. Language arts, mathematicsneeij
social studies, healthful living, computer/techmgyloart, music, physical education and informaséitis
are the content areas included in the North Caad@itandard Course of Study for elementary schools.

Language arts is taught using a balanced apprddehmathematics curriculum is supplemented with
hands-on manipulatives, Mountain Math, Math SugarsSand Weekly Essentials. Teachers also use
Orchard, Study Island and i-Ready technology progreo reinforce and individualize instruction. The
use of FOSS Science kits provide inquiry basedd$&am units of study aligned with the curriculum.
Teachers use a variety of literary sources andt@peskers from World View and the community to
supplement social studies texts in order to proeiigaging, global experiences for students. Viaral
music, physical education/dance, technology andartedchers collaborate with classroom teachers to
integrate the arts with all academic disciplinels PkeK-5 students attend visual arts, media andienu
classes weekly.

Core and "Encore" teachers participate in monthliaborative planning sessions to discuss key qutisce
and vocabulary for curriculum integration. Teash&so incorporate learning activities which adslres
the multiple intelligences and learning styles ia&mh integrated unit of study.

Students use the technology lab, which is equipgtddesktop computers and a Promethean Board,
during scheduled periods each week. The computesdaedule also includes flexible access time for
students and teachers to conduct research and@aesentations.

Every K-5 student participates in a 30-minute dpltysical education/dance class, where healthfirdi
objectives are also addressed. The conscious arsistent effort, of the faculty/staff at Saluda
Elementary School, to integrate the arts into tive curriculum continues to be successful in that i
creates the necessary connections which ensurestaugging and academic success for every student.

2. Reading/English:

Saluda Elementary School uses a research-basettédlapproach to teaching reading. Students are
taught the reading curriculum through multiple noets, which includes the use of phonics and
vocabulary instruction, guided reading, Junior GB@oks, Thinking Maps, supplemental and basal
texts, leveled trade books, teacher read-aloudy, @ook Clubs" and computer-assisted programshsu
as i-Ready, Orchard, Accelerated Reader and Stlialyd. Students are immersed in a print-rich
environment. Encore teachers use many print reseun their classrooms to emphasize the importance
of reading and communication. Instructional atemtio phonics, oral reading fluency, and
comprehension are taught early on and reinforcéldeitater grades. Comprehension strategies are
modeled and practiced over time until studentsagaply the strategy across different genres and in
different situations.

Every K-2 and 3-5 student participates in dailyr8itrute "Book Clubs" to target specific reading kskil
These small leveled reading groups are led by tea&hers, encore teachers and teaching assistants.

11



Groups change each six weeks based on readingsassas, such as Star Reading, DIBELS and K-2
Literacy Assessments. As a community of readesh student is required to read aloud nightly adwo
The required nightly reading gives students an dppdy to practice reading strategies and skdls t
improve their reading comprehension and fluency.tkose students who are reading below grade-level
expectancy, individualized reading instruction $edi to target specific learning goals using i-Reddy
help meet the needs of our students, volunteersudoit are available to read one-on-one with siigle
during the school day and in After School Acaderany of these students also receive assistance
through the Title | Program, which gives studentgriades 1-5 small group instruction for thirty orties
each day to learn and reinforce the skills necggsathem to become successful readers. Enrichment
programs, such as Junior Great Books and spet&sest projects are provided to increase enjoyment
and interest in reading. These enrichment progagrovided by the Media Specialist, who is also
Academically Gifted certified teacher. PreK-5 stuidehave the opportunity to visit the media center
twice each week. Recent additions to our medictidn include $10,000 worth of new books (fiction
texts paired with nonfiction texts) from an LSTAdGAL.

Also, to encourage male students to read moranduia specialist has added numerous nonfiction ook
that are specifically appealing to boys. Every yaarschool holds a weekly Read-a-Thon to celebrate
reading and to encourage families to read more thékr children at home. Former Saluda students, no
in high school and college, serve as guest reatiginsg that week. These guests not only read aloud
classrooms, they also stress the importance afingan their studies and professions. Another iy
older students mentor younger students in readitigrough Book Buddies. Fifth grade students 'pudd
up with students from kindergarten to participateveekly read aloud sessions. The success of these
weekly sessions is evident as the kindergartereatsduild their reading confidence and as frieipdsh
grow between the older and younger students.

3. Mathematics:

Currently, K-2 teachers are following the CommoneC8tandards for Mathematics as their individual
grade level curriculum. Teachers of students adgs 3-5 will continue to follow the North Carolina
Standard Course of Study this year and will beginditioning to the Common Core Standards for
Mathematics as soon as state assessments aredatigine new curriculum.

Mathematics instruction at Saluda Elementary fosusethe strategies presented during a three-year
involvement with Partners for Mathematics Learnpngfessional development sessions. The Partners
for Mathematics Learning project was directed gng&eM. Joyner in conjunction with Public Schools of
North Carolina and Meredith College. Teachers aaghing assistants gained valuable knowledge, such
as knowing conventions and correct terms for matitepts; knowing how to carry through standard
procedures; understanding the meaning of mathesnaticcepts and how they relate to each other; using
knowledge to reason and solve problems; beingtaldpproach problems and use techniques and
strategies to solve problems; and becoming morédamnt, creative, cooperative, committed, and able
work as a team.

Participating in this process for mathematics lewyias enhanced mathematics instruction at owasch

Every classroom teachers uses hands-on manyaddior math instruction. Students are expeated t
explain, describe, and create ways to solve mattiesh@roblems. Teachers have increased their
guestioning to require students to "prove" thesveers, either aloud or in writing. Efforts to inope
skills of those who are performing below grade lere provided using a variety of methods and
materials.

One-on-one or small group tutoring is used to ldelpelop math skills in those who are performing
below grade level. The school counselor is alsertified math teacher and she provides additioreh
assistance for students. Also, computer prograow) as i-Ready and Study Island, give students
opportunities to improve their mathematical skilSBlassroom teachers accelerate mathematics
instruction for students who are performing aboraglg level. For example, three second grade stside
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received individualized instruction on third gradath concepts in their classroom to meet their
individual learning needs. The keys to successathematics for students at Saluda Elementaryhate t
teachers know their curriculum; teachers know tlaghnto be taught and learned; and most importantly,
the teachers know their students.

4, Additional Curriculum Area:

Saluda Elementary believes that technology is aaldé learning tool for students. Our school has a
commitment to use technology whenever it is appatgto create meaningful and authentic learning
experiences for children. This belief and committrame reflected in the inclusion of technology ur o
school vision statement and the formal technoldgyming process that has driven our curriculum,
personnel, and budget decisions during the pashsgsars. Following a five-year technology plan
(aligned with county and state-level technologynp)ehelped us to meet our goals from the recent pla
cycle in all areas.

We have developed a comprehensive continuum ohtdafy skills for grades K-5; added a staff
position to facilitate technology support, plannaryd instruction; provided for teacher and studestess
to the computer network and internet from evergsiaom; and built a school wide television network
with cable programming and local broadcast cagasli Through a lease program, our school is a@ble t
purchase new computers for the technology lab esgyears. The "old" lab computers are then
distributed to individual classrooms. Every classn has at least three computers for student use.
Classroom teachers were allowed to choose betiemnethean Boards or document cameras,
projectors & laptops for their classrooms. Cursergvery classroom, including After School Academy
has either a Promethean Board or the alternatoletdogy set-up. Saluda students have used ldigita
still, video cameras, word processing, and desptdgishing to develop writing skills. Teachers and
students have access to digital voice recorderdlipnthmeras for classroom projects. We use aigit
video editing to create news and announcement gnugyas well as arts-enriched projects like video
reports and book reviews that are shared on threowvietwork. Students participate in a daily, live
morning news show with the principal that is shayadhe video network with the entire student body.

Teachers create and maintain websites and havetfageed to use this resource not just for regular
communication with students and their families, touprovide educational resources that support and
enhance the curriculum which can be accessed agmydinyplace. Teachers use networked software and
online resources to assess students at all pha#eslearning process, plan and implement more
effective delivery of all curriculum areas, provisteident interaction with skills and informatiolenduct
research, and allow students to be creative ardliptive as they share their learning through
technology.

5. Instructional Methods;

Integration of the arts into the curriculum allogtadents to be taught the way they learn best.thd
belief of the Saluda Elementary staff that studérasn best when they experience things for theresel
As a result, teachers adapt instructional methodseet the needs of all students by implementiag th
multiple intelligences and knowing the differeraileing styles of each child and teaching to thodes
All faculty members have had training on curremdibresearch and integrating the intelligencestin¢o
curriculum. By staying current on the researchastlpractices, teachers are able to teach thehaayhe
students learn best. Physical experiences, sudarec® and movement activities, are a part of ewgryd
teaching methods to improve instruction for alkteas. Hands-on activities, such as the implemiemtat
of Science FOSS kits, Partners for Mathematicsmniegractivities, and strategies from Reading
Foundations training allow all children to be engig@nd experience learning.

Teachers model through the use of think-alouds;ptdy, and visual aides, such as graphic orgasizer

and charts, to strengthen understanding of concAptstudents benefit from the enrichment programs

we provide that correlate with our curriculum andlude guest speakers, performers, and visitingtsirt
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Several guest artists-in-residency have used ggeatovement, storytelling, and drumming to improve
student's detail and elaboration in writing.

This year, Saluda received a grant from the NC 8dancil, which allowed every student in our school
the opportunity to create puppets or write a soitlg artists-in-residency, Timmy and Susana Ab8l.
collaborating as a school community on instructionathods, students are able to relate concepts to
other situations and make real-world applicatiomd @onnections. To meet individual student nedtls, a
teachers modify and differentiate the curriculunmasded. Small-group tutoring is offered before and
after school. Tutoring is led by certified teachavho find different ways to teach the same cors;e
that all students can experience success with gexgegoals and objectives.

6. Professional Development:

Professional development at Saluda Elementary $chtoe key to our success. As part of the NC A+
Schools Program, our school incorporates substaatid ongoing staff development. There are five
levels of professional development that have aifsdgmt impact on student learning: individual, eoh
county, region and state. Individually, teacherskwwgith the principal to create yearly Professional
Development Plans (PDPs).

In order to impact student learning, the goals strategies of each teacher's PDP are directlyedign
the goals and objectives of the School Improverfdant and the North Carolina Teacher Evaluation
Instrument. At the school level, professional depment activities are chosen based on the neeolsrof
students. Each summer, during our site-based susmarstitute, the faculty/staff choose a focusaare

This year, our focus is on reading. Every K-5ified teacher and teaching assistant has partaipiat
thirty hours of training in Reading FoundationsacHlty and staff members are implementing the
strategies from these training sessions in thely dBook Clubs" with students. Instructional fusndre
being used to purchased additional sets of levigdédn and nonfiction texts to increase the siteur
literacy library. The principal will attend the Mb Carolina Reading Conference to gather updated
information regarding the English Language Arts @Gwn Core Standards, recent literacy research and
ideas for parental involvement. The principal whiare information from that conference with all
interested teachers in Polk County.

Teachers at Saluda also have opportunities to withkguest artists, as part of the NC A+ Schools
Program, to learn ways to integrate various actistyles into the Common Core Standards, NC Esdenti
Standards and the NC Standard Course of Study.Moobllaborative planning times are scheduled for
K-5 core teachers to meet with encore (art, musagia, etc) teachers to review and emphasize gpecif
areas of need for focused instruction. This tinkeved core and encore teachers to purposefully foan
instructional two-way integration. At the countyéd, professional development opportunities are
scheduled for faculty/staff required workdays aatl-Hay releases.

Examples of ongoing county staff development sévéag included McREL's Research into Practice
'‘Classroom Instruction That Works,' Partners fothédaatics Learning and Reading Foundations.
Regionally, teachers receive support through geatmal development sessions offered by the Western
Regional Education Service Alliance. The princigatl A+ coordinators attend regional meetings twice
year to share best practices and plan for statesddferences with other NC A+ Schools.

7. School Leadership:

The leadership responsibilities at Saluda Elemgr&ahool are managed by the school principal. The
PreK-5 school does not have assistant principdisant teachers. The principal's philosophy on
leadership is that "we are all professional edusatand that "programs do not change kids-relahigss
do." The principal stresses the importance ofidistsing relationships and celebrating individualit
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Teachers are reminded to first build relationskijib students and provide a learning environment
where each child feels safe to take chances and mékakes in order to grow academically, sociaiiy
emotionally.

As the school's instructional leader, the prinches the responsibility of creating that same tyjpe
environment for the faculty and staff. Teacheisubthfeel secure enough to take chances, to make
mistakes and in turn to grow professionally. Temslare to be educational experts and the principal
expects to see evidence of their expertise daityassrooms.

Meeting the needs of each individual student igdipepriority of everything that goes on at Saluda
Elementary School. High expectations of the ppatfor staff and students sets the stage for sscce
Before the school year begins for students, thedgtrincipal facilitates the review, revision and
creation of a new School Improvement Plan, whiciligned with the state and district strategic
priorities. By reviewing the previous year's tegtdata and surveys completed by students, pastats,
and community members and by examining the NC Tezadtorking Conditions Survey, faculty and
staff are able to clearly pinpoint areas where owpment is needed. Each teacher then creategthis/h
individual professional development plan and yeptin for instruction based on the school's gaals f
improvement. The educational experts (teacheriSaktda Elementary School are allowed to choose and
use the most appropriate academic activities axid te address their curricular standards and getm
individual student needs. The principal reviewseasment data each six week grading period to oronit
student progress and assists teachers in planemediation and/or enrichment services for students.
Throughout the year, the principal reviews grastedent work samples and conducts individual studen
conferences to point out areas of improvement arhtourage continued academic efforts.

Last, but not least, the principal of the schookesacertain that high quality communications aexdus
consistently schoolwide. Teachers receive weeklgiememos from the principal and participate in
monthly collaborative planning sessions and facuigetings to help the school stay focused on studen
achievement throughout the school year. Studakieshhome bright yellow communication folders,
which serve as a powerful communication link betwte school and parents, daily. The folders hold
nightly reading logs, behavior logs, monthly infatmon updates from the principal, graded studemkwo
interim reports and report cards. This communicetolder ensures that parents are kept well-inémrm
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PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS

STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Grade: ( Test: End-ofGrade

Subject: Mathematics

Edition/Publication Year: Updated annu:Publisher: NCDPI

2010-2011 2009-2010
Testing Month May May
SCHOOL SCORES
Level Il plus Level IV 85 84
Level IV 31 26
Number of students tested 26 19
Percent of total students tested 100 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 0 2
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 10
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Level Il plus Level IV 95
Level IV
Number of students tested 13 7
2. African American Students
Level Il plus Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Level Il plus Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
4. Special Education Students
Level Il plus Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested 5
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Level Il plus Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
6. White
Level Il plus Level IV 95 94
Level IV
Number of students tested 23 18

2008-2009

May
97
47

36
100

87

15

95

32

2007-2008
May

85
44
27
0 10
4
15

83

12

88

24

20@5-20
May

96
46

24
100

95

11

95

23

NOTES: NC does not publicly report subgroup performandhefgroup contains less than 5 students. Thigenftes the
subgroup reporting ability for Saluda School. Watemall student enroliment and very small subgmulations, most
subgroup performance can not be accurately repéotetie school. NC also does not publicly rep@tgentages of students
scoring proficient over 95%. Since Saluda is a vegh performing elementary school, most of the g&#icient entries in the

table could accurately be reported as a value gréaan 95%.
12NC5
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Reading Grade: { Test: End-oférade
Edition/Publication Year: Updated annui Publisher: NCDPI
2010-2011 | 2009-2010,  2008-2009  2007-2008  20@&-20

Testing Month May May May May May
SCHOOL SCORES

Level Il plus Level IV 85 95 88 82 92
Level IV 31 21 50 30 79
Number of students tested 26 19 36 27 24
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 0 2 3 5 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 10 8 18 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Level Il plus Level IV 85 67 58 82
Level IV

Number of students tested 13 7 15 12 11

2. African American Students

Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students

Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested 5 5 9 5
5. English Language L ear ner Students

Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested

6. White

Level Il plus Level IV 87 95 88 71 91
Level IV

Number of students tested 23 18 32 24 23
NOTES:

NC does not publicly report subgroup performandeéfgroup contains less than 5 students. Thigénfies the subgroup
reporting ability for Saluda School. With a smailident enroliment and very small subgroup poputationost subgroup
performance cannot be accurately reported for¢hed. NC also does not publicly report percentarfetudents scoring
proficient over 95%. Since Saluda is a very higlHgrening elementary school, most of the 95% prefitientries in the table
could accurately be reported as a value greater3béo.

12NC5
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: « Test: End-oférade
Edition/Publication Year: pdated annuall Publisher: NCDPI
2010-2011 | 2009-2010,  2008-2009  2007-2008  20@&-20

Testing Month May May May May May
SCHOOL SCORES

Level Il plus Level IV 100 97 95 81 83
Level IV 26 70 50 50 29
Number of students tested 19 33 25 27 25
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 3 4 3 1 1
Percent of students alternatively assessed 16 12 12 4 4
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Level Il plus Level IV 93 92 85 93
Level IV

Number of students tested 9 14 13 13 14

2. African American Students

Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students

Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested 6 6 5 6
5. English Language L ear ner Students

Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested

6. White

Level Il plus Level IV 95 95 95 81 84
Level IV

Number of students tested 18 30 21 26 25
NOTES:

NC does not publicly report subgroup performandeéfgroup contains less than 5 students. Thigénfies the subgroup
reporting ability for Saluda School. With a smailident enroliment and very small subgroup poputationost subgroup
performance cannot be accurately reported for¢hed. NC also does not publicly report percentarfetudents scoring
proficient over 95%. Since Saluda is a very higlHgrening elementary school, most of the 95% prefitientries in the table
could accurately be reported as a value greater3Béo.

12NC5
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Reading Grade: « Test: End-oférade
Edition/Publication Year: Updated annui Publisher: NCDPI
2010-2011 | 2009-2010,  2008-2009  2007-2008  20@&-20

Testing Month May May May May May
SCHOOL SCORES

Level Il plus Level IV 84 85 90 92 95
Level IV 10 52 40 50 76
Number of students tested 19 33 25 27 25
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 3 4 5 1 4
Percent of students alternatively assessed 16 12 20 14 16
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Level Il plus Level IV 79 92 86 82
Level IV

Number of students tested 9 14 13 14 11

2. African American Students

Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students

Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested 6 6 5 5
5. English Language L ear ner Students

Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested

6. White

Level Il plus Level IV 89 93 91 92 91
Level IV

Number of students tested 18 30 21 26 23
NOTES:

NC does not publicly report subgroup performandeéfgroup contains less than 5 students. Thigénfies the subgroup
reporting ability for Saluda School. With a smailident enroliment and very small subgroup poputationost subgroup
performance cannot be accurately reported for¢hed. NC also does not publicly report percentarfetudents scoring
proficient over 95%. Since Saluda is a very higlHgrening elementary school, most of the 95% prefitientries in the table
could accurately be reported as a value greater3béo.

12NC5
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Mathematics Grade: ! Test: End-of-Gade
Edition/Publication Year: Updated annui Publisher: NCDPI
2010-2011 | 2009-2010,  2008-2009  2007-2008  20@&-20

Testing Month May May May May May
SCHOOL SCORES

Level Il plus Level IV 100 88 97 91 84
Level IV 65 44 46 45 26
Number of students tested 31 25 26 22 31
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 3 4 1 4 3
Percent of students alternatively assessed 10 16 4 18 10
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Level Il plus Level IV 95 92 95 77
Level IV

Number of students tested 12 12 15 8 13

2. African American Students

Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students

Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested 5 6 5 5
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested

6. White

Level Il plus Level IV 95 95 95 91 90
Level IV

Number of students tested 29 22 25 22 30
NOTES:

NC does not publicly report subgroup performandeéfgroup contains less than 5 students. Thigénfies the subgroup
reporting ability for Saluda School. With a smailident enroliment and very small subgroup poputationost subgroup
performance cannot be accurately reported for¢hed. NC also does not publicly report percentarfetudents scoring
proficient over 95%. Since Saluda is a very higlHgrening elementary school, most of the 95% prefitientries in the table
could accurately be reported as a value greater3béo.

12NC5
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Reading Grade: ! Test: End-ofGrade
Edition/Publication Year: Updated annui Publisher: NCDPI
2010-2011 | 2009-2010,  2008-2009  2007-2008  20@&-20

Testing Month May May May May May
SCHOOL SCORES

Level Il plus Level IV 84 96 92 82 93
Level IV 35 24 32 35 56
Number of students tested 31 25 26 21 30
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 95 97
Number of students alternatively assessed 3 6 1 5 3
Percent of students alternatively assessed 9 24 4 24 10
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Level Il plus Level IV 83 95 93 92
Level IV

Number of students tested 12 12 15 8 13

2. African American Students

Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students

Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested 5 6 5 5
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Level Il plus Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested

6. White

Level Il plus Level IV 90 95 95 73 95
Level IV

Number of students tested 29 22 25 22 30
NOTES:

NC does not publicly report subgroup performandeéfgroup contains less than 5 students. Thigénfies the subgroup
reporting ability for Saluda School. With a smailident enroliment and very small subgroup poputationost subgroup
performance cannot be accurately reported for¢hed. NC also does not publicly report percentarfetudents scoring
proficient over 95%. Since Saluda is a very higlHgrening elementary school, most of the 95% prefitientries in the table
could accurately be reported as a value greater3béo.

12NC5
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Mathematics Grade: Weighted Average

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007
Testing Month
SCHOOL SCORES

Level Il plus Level IV 94 90 96 85 87
Level IV 43 50 47 46 32
Number of students tested 76 77 87 76 80
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 6 10 7 9 4
Percent of students alternatively assessed 8 12 8 12 4
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Level Il plus Level IV 95 91 91 86 88
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 34 33 43 33 38
2. African American Students
Level Il plus Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Level Il plus Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
4. Special Education Students
Level Il plus Level IV 82 85 68 54
Level IV 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 5 17 16 19 11
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Level Il plus Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
6.
Level Il plus Level IV 95 94 95 86 89
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 70 70 78 72 78
NOTES:

12NC5
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Reading Grade: Weighted Average

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007
Testing Month
SCHOOL SCORES

Level Il plus Level IV 84 91 89 85 93
Level IV 27 35 41 38 69
Number of students tested 76 77 87 75 79
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 93 99
Number of students alternatively asse: 6 12 9 11
Percent of students alternatively assessed 8 15 10 18
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Level Il plus Level IV 85 88 83 70 85
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 34 33 43 34 35
2. African American Students
Level Il plus Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Level Il plus Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
4. Special Education Students
Level Il plus Level IV 85 67 58 80
Level IV 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 5 17 16 19 10
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Level Il plus Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
6.
Level Il plus Level IV 88 94 91 79 92
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 70 70 78 72 76
NOTES:

12NC5
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